HLA SYSTEM
The dominant antigenic stimulus for allograft rejec tion and antibody production is the MHC (major histocompatibility complex). In humans this is known as the HLA (human leucocyte antigen) system, The 
HLA Matching for Corneal Transplantation
In view of these observations it is not surprising that The main disincentive to HLA matching has been the high degree of polymorphism and the cost.
However, most studies indicate that matching for only two or more class I alleles is sufficient to exert a beneficial influence. Furthermore, the cost is less prohibitive if the tissue typing is carried out in parallel with other organ transplant programmes.
Clinicians will have to decide on the relative merits of histocompatibility and long-term immunosuppres sion according to available resources and individual clinical circumstances.
The authors wish to thank Professor Ben Bradley and Dr John Armitage for interesting discussion and the provision of data from the Corneal Transplant Follow-up Study.
